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PRESIDENT'S 5 
This month marks the peak of our riding season. We have 
more riders on the highway, rolling up more miles, this month 
than any other month. That means that we have more mem-
bers exposed to the risks and hazards of motorcycling this 
month. So far this year, we have had over a dozen motorcycle 
tragedies in the Chicagoland area. Fortunately, none have 
been members of our Club but, all have been no less sadden-
ing. 

So, with the risk at its peak, I want each of you to do me a per-
sonal favor. Think safety every time you plant your butt on 
that saddle. Spend a few seconds before each ride to walk 
around your bike and check safety items. Stay alert when you 
ride. Scan the highway ahead of you and mentally plan escape 
routes when you approach intersections, when you see traffic 
that could pull out in front of you, when you are passing or 
being passed, and when you are following a vehicle. Check 
your safety gear for function and life span. Night glasses wear 
out, helmets should be replaced after any impact, etc. 

Now, do two more things for me, please. Encourage your fel-
low riders to be safety conscious. As them questions like 
"What do you check for when you do a safety check of your 
bike?" , "How long do you wait before you ride when you're 
caught in the rain?" or, "How old is that helmet?" What you'll 
be doing is keeping everyone else aware of safety. 

Secondly, every rider who has a "Close Call" of any kind can 
enhance our safety environment by discussing it with others. 
Listening to other riders' close calls just adds to your own rid-
ing experience. I would have never thought of snakes being a 
safety hazard to motorcycles until I heard the story of a rider 
who took off from a campground one morning only to discov-
er, at 50 mph, that a water moccasin had sought the heat of his 
engine the night before and was not too appreciative of being 
along for the ride. As the snake came up the rider's leg, he was 
distracted (No S !) and ran off of the road. Every time I 
walk around my bike before I start out, I can't help thinking 
about snakes. 

Thinlc safety, stay alert, ride smart, have fun, and return home 
with more stories of great riding than with stories of "Close 
Calls." 

Let's roll, 

Traveler 

Kaution Korner 
By Ric Case 

Quick Stops 

The quickest way to stop a motorcycle, is to 
upright the motorcycle, (remember Always separate 
swerving and braking) and then applies both brakes 
together with a firm progressive squEEEse on the front 
binder and a firm progressive prEEEss on the rear 
brake pedal. Take both brakes to the point of impend-
ing lock up BUT NO further. Should you begin to skid 
the front tire, release slightly and them immediately 
reapply it. Shbuld you begin to skid the rear tire, just 
continue to press on the rear brake pedal. During this 
process, remember to keep your knee tucked to the 
tank and look straight ahead. If you haven't done this 
for a while it a good idea to take a few minutes, find a 
flat, level, dry, blacktop or concrete parking lot with no 
obstacles or people around and practice, practice, prac-
tice. 

Now, how and what do you do when you are in 
traffic and have to quick stop? Best to plan in advance 
and create a reasonable space cushion. ALWAYS 
have an escape route planned, regardless of the amount 
of space cushion you have made available for yourself. 
Immediately check your mirrors during a quick stop 
situation to monitor traffic behind you. If you hear 
tires squealing it might just be a little late to react, but 
you can still try to avoid getting nailed, by using that 
escape route you had planned. 

Whenever stopping in traffic, remember when 
time permits, flash those brake lights. When heading 
WEST in the early morning sunlight or headed EAST 
just before a bright sunset, (for those who don't know 
east from west, that's when to sun is on your back), 
even when you brake lights are on and on hard and 
bright, those brake lights could be very hard to be seen 
by approaching traffic from the rear, so again plan 
accordingly. 
Ride (by preparing and braking) Free. 



TOP CATS - 
Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 

Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	Vvayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 
(wkirkpa177@aol.com ) 

Vice President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 
(glax@hotmail.com) 

Treasurer 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 	 847/381-5357 

Secretary 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 
tvern693@aol.com)  

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001  

Past President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 
tglax@hotmail.com)  

Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 
tbboand@fedex.com)  

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
taliciakumr@aol.com)  

Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 	 815/459-9345 
(tazman69er@netscape.net)  

Director 	Chuck Prettyman 	 847/382-4269 
(caman4(&,aol.coml  

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org_ HOIUNE: (847)622-3501 e-mail: topcats mcc@hothnaLcom  

NEXT MEETING: July 30, 2002 
Committee Top Cats  

Activities 	John Fraccaro fffraccaro@tuno.com) 	847/697-9607  

Advertising 	Bill Wilson atvilson@banta.com) 	847/247-9540  

Membership 	Jenny Ori tjori100384@aol.com) 	773/481-2285  

Charity Ride 	Craig & Linda Martens 	 847/362-5556  

Programs 	Chuck Prettyman tcpman4@aoLcoml 	/147/382-4269  

Prminetc  

Communications 	John Lunde (mongerl@hotmaiLcom) 	815/459-2488 

Roar 
Website 
Hotline 
Safety 	Ric Case (riccaseAameritec.net) 	847/363-1542  

S 	Anna 	Vin 	0'1 en 	(vineent104@n I enm) 	R47/418-4998 
at  

Web site 
. 	. 	•11. 

ILANIUY'S CYCILIE 

RANDY WEAVER 
11013 Route 47 
P.O. Box 516 
Huntley, IL 60142 

IENMANTRIKKINC. 
(847) 669-0256 

Fax (847) 669-0772 
www.randyscycle.com  

G-LAX ENTERPIUSES 
HEATING & AIR CONDMONING 

(84'7) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	 GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 
	 CELL # (847) 533-5236 

HUMIDIFICATION 
	 P.O. BOX 725 

SHEET METAL 
	 LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDEN77AL / COMMERCIAL 

550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK ! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
VAXAVDPHONDA.COM  

GOLD VV1NG 

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines Il. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 



JULY - OCTOBER 
ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

7/30 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 
7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant - Algonquin, IL 

7/31 Sturgis Run - 1st group departs 
8/2 	62nd Black Hills Classic 8/2-8/11 

Sturgis, SD 605-347-6570 
8/12 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
8/16 	HOG Wisconsin Rally 	LaCrosse, WI 
8/17 	Fat Bastard Charity Ride 
8/18 Progressive Dinner Ride - TBA 
8/20 CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
8/24 Sunset Ride - TBA 
8/25 	HOG Open House & Raffle Chicago Harley 
8/27 Senior Road Captain Meeting 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
8/28 HOG-Milwaukee Home Run Rally & Reunion 
8/30 Around the Lake Tour 8/30-9/2 7 TBA 
8/31 Pick-Up Ride - TBA 
9/1 	Love Lambs Ride 

Rt 176 & 94 847-362-0048 x816 
9/3 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 

7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant - Algonquin, IL 
9/8 	GRASS Class 

9 AM Village Grill and Tavern Buffalo Grove 
9/9 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
9/13 	HD Tomahawk Rally 9/13-9/15 
9/14 TOP CATS Annual Dinner & Awards - TBA 
9/17 CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
9/17 	Biketoberfest 9/17-9/20 Daytona Beach, FL 
9/21 Fall Colors Ride - TBA 
9/22 	Medina Motor Corps Charity Ride 
9/29 TOP CATS Annual Fall Charity Ride 
10/1 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 

7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant - Algonquin, IL 
10/7 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
10/15 CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
10/26 Halloween Ride - TBA 

For Updated Activities 
Information, Check 

WWW.TOPCATS.ORG  
frequently 

July, 2002, Board 
Meeting Minutes 

By Sandra Vernon, Secretary 

The meeting was called to order by 
President Wayne Kirkpatrick on July 9, 2002, at 
O'Traina's in Wauconda. Those present were 
Wayne Kirkpatrick, Jim Heniff, George Lax, 
Sandra Vernon, Terry Kumro, Chuck Prettyman, 
Jim Krepel, and Ric Case. 

Updates: Director Chuck Prettyman stated 
the next guest speaker will be scheduled for the 
October meeting and planning for the upcoming 
Calendar of Events for 2003 will start in October. 
Vice President George Lax announced the 2003 
slate of officers will be finalized by the November 
Board Meeting. Safety Chairman Ric Case stated 
the nominations for new Senior Road Captains 
must be given to him by September 16th and a 
meeting will be held on October 29th, 7:00 p.m. at 
O'Traina's, to discuss nominations. 

Other matters discussed: website is up to 
date, contact Alicia Kumro if you have any sugges-
tions. We need to urge members to sell raffle tick-
ets. T-shirts were discussed. 

Jerry DeLaurentis, Jr., Jerry DeLaurentis, 
III, Michael Prate, and Glenn Swanson were sub-
mitted for membership by Sal Saccamanno and 
approved by the Board. 

A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
donate $200 to Motorcycle Outreach. Simon 
Milward is riding solo around the world to benefit 
Health for All and Doctors Without Borders. 
Members may donate to reimburse the club for this 
expense. 

The 3rd Quarter Statement of Condition was 
submitted by Treasurer Jim Heniff and approved. 
The next General Meeting will be held July 30th at 
Mandile's and the Board Meeting will be August 
12th with the location to be announced later. 
Meeting Adjourned. 
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Let us do your next Pig Roast 
Mention this ad for FREE  appetizer 
with any two dinner entree's 

666 main St. Lake Zurich 847-726-2272 

10320 MAIN STREET 	RICHMOND, IL 60071 
815-678-4200 

MINUTES OF JULY 2002 
GENERAL MEETING 

Sandra Vernon, Secretary 

On July 2, 2002, President Wayne 
Kirkpatrick called the General Meeting of Top 
Cats Illinois to order at Mandile's in 
Algonquin. Ric Case presented his guest, 
Irwin Dammers, Bob Brizzolara introduced 
his daughter, Christine and Wayne Kirkpatrick 
welcomed Skip and Martha, the "Mayors of 
Jesse Oaks" to the members. 

The "President's Five" included details 
on the recent accident of Don and Marlene 
Katsion and Lou and Judy Haehn. The hat was 
passed and proceeds will be divided for flow-
ers and/or to an appropriate memorial fund. 
An apology was also given to the membership 
for any objectionable material written in the 
July issue of ROAR. Skip from Jesse Oaks 
then gave details on the 6th Annual Jesse Oaks 
Run to benefit Glenkirk on July 21, 2002. Vice 
President George Lax led a moment of silence 
for the fallen riders. 

Treasurer Jim Heniff stated "we still 
have cash" and all is well with the Secretary. 

Director and Committee Chairman 
updates are as follows: Director Bard Boand 
reminded the members that when they submit 
a new application that, along with the applica-
tion, a signed ride waiver and a check must be 
included before the application can be pre-
sented to the Board. An update was given on 
Sturgis and a recap of Sturgis on the River was 
given. Director Jim "Taz" Krepel wanted 
names of those planning on attending the 
Progressive Dinner Ride on August 18th. 

Bernie Weiss will lead the Ride for Kids out 
of Egg Harbor on July 21st and then to Jesse 
Oaks. 

Chairman Craig Martens needs volun-
teers to sell raffle tickets at different summer 
venues. He would like to be able to purchase 
the raffle bike after Sturgis to help promote 
sales. Please turn your raffle money in as 
soon as possible. Ric Case needs help getting 
flyers and poster out. Safety Chairman Ric 
Case announced a GRASS class at Village 
Tavern in Buffalo Grove on July 28th. The 
N.I.S.R.A. picnic will be that same afternoon 
in Langendorf Park in Barrington. Ric's safe-
ty tip for the evening was that new tires need 
to be ridden a minimum of a hundred miles to 
be "scrubbed in" to get best traction. 

Guest speaker Simon Milward was 
introduced by Steve Bobbe and Simon gave a 
presentation on his world solo ride to benefit 
Health for All and Doctors Without Borders. 
Jim Haase.thanked Bard Boand for a great job 
on the Sturgis on the River ride. 

Our next meeting will be held on July 
30th at Mandile's in Algonquin. There will be 
NO meeting in August due to Sturgis. Duane 
LaMotte was the lucky winner of $80 from 
50/50. Meeting Adjourned 



*Cars* 
*Boats* 

*And More" 
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MOBILE DETAILINQ 

WE COME TO YOU  

10°/0 of all sales goes to NISRA 

Call Jim Elder @LieId Enterprises 

SERVICE TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS 
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(708) 865.1959 WVVW. Lield.com  

*Motorcycles* 
*Snowmobiles* 
"Trucks* *Planes* 

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 

Mikey's Trificy'5 &wing 
cuztom &ming 

Patches, Eippers &laps 
Custom Body Jewelry 

Mihey 	847-35S-3167 
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From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 
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110 South Main Street Wauconda, IL. 60084 
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SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

a 
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Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  
Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 
New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 
1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 
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Riding With Charity 
by Janet Riddick 

As summer finally gets a firm grip on the weather, it's high time you got a grip on your handle bars, 
cracked open the all-chrome throttle and cleared your bike's throat! That's right, riding season is in 
full steam! It's time to start making excuses not to go grocery shopping, or mow the lawn besides, 
you have a motorcycle that loves you and needs to be appreciated. It's time to start racking up some 
major miles ( opposed to couch miles) ! 

The hours that we all spend on our bikes are different - some prefer Harleys, others like the feel of 
Hondas. Some like a nice quiet ride, while others opt for the straight pipes, setting off car alarms as 
they thunder by. Chrome, or black powder-coat; saddlebags or none; stock or custom: there are infi-
nite variations of riders and their likes and dislikes. But as Top Cats members we all share the sanne 
creed, and above all, we share a passion for riding! What better way to enjoy a nice summer ride, than 
with the piece of mind that the pleasure that we experience is also helping a good cause for charity ? 

The NISRA ( Northern Illionis Special Recreation Association) depends on our help in raising money 
for their program. NISRA is responsible for providing a fun and safe enviroment for children with 
disabilities to enjoy recreational experiences. We can help their cause by selling the raffle tickets to 
win the 2003 Harley-Davidson 1200 Custom Sportster, and also by pre-registering for the 2002 
Annual Fall Charity Ride. These are both extremely simple things to do, however, procratination adds 
a tremendous amount of difficulty to the mix. 

With all the names that are on waiting lists to buy a Harley Davidson motorcycle, you would think 
that winning one would appeal to most of these people , right? Well the first step to winning this 
bike is to pick your raffle tickets to sell or buy them yourself ( even if you don't need a new bike, think 
of how many accessories you could buy for your current bike, from selling off the prize!) Once you 
have the tickets, then comes the selling part ( we should all have family and friends that are willing 
to support a good cause), maybe mention it to co-workers at the water-cooler. Maybe you sparked 
some interest with your stories of your weekend rides, and seceretly they've been dreaming of riding 
a bike of their own! The fact is you never know, that's why it's as simple as just asking a question. 

The second of these tasks is by far the easiest, all you have to do is pre-register for the ride, and you 
win the game....Yippeee!! (crowd applause). But seriously, pre-registrations help us, Top Cats, so 
much. We can pay for that 1200 Custom Spostster, so people can see the bike they might win with 
the purchase of a raffle ticket. Think of pre-registration as your donation to this great cause, even if 
you choose not to come to the event, some children will be able to experience happiness through the 
activities set up by NISRA. Getting it done now, eliminates the need to do it later. 

So get your tickets and pre-register, so you can ride with charity! 



Things Just Ain't the 
Same Anymore 

Everything is farther away than it 
used to be. 

It is twice as far to the corner now, 
and I notice thay have added a hill. 

I have given up running for the bus; 
it leaves faster than it used to. 

It seems thay are making stairs steep-
er than in the old days, too; and have you 
noticed the smaller print they now use in 
newspapers? 

There is no sense in asking anyone to 
read aloud; everyone speaks in such a low 
voice, I can hardly hear them. 

The material in clothing is so skimpy 
now, especially around the waist and hips. 

It is almost impossible to reach my 
shoelaces, and I cannot figure out why. 

Even people are changing. They are 
so much younger than they used to be 
when i was their age. On the other hand, 
people my age are so much older than I am. 
I ran across an old classmate the other day 
and she had aged so badly, she did not even 
recognize me. I got to thinking about the 
poor old thing while I was combing my 
hair this morning, and in so doing, I 
glanced at my reflection - really, now, they 
just don't make good mirrors anymore 
either!! 

People ask me, "Don't you get lone-
some living all alone?" Living all alone? 
What do you mean, "all alone?" I live with 
four (4) guests. I get up with Charlie 
Horse, have lunch with Arthur Ritis, spend 
the day with Will Power and go to bed with 
Ben Gay 

Giving Back 
"I love to make people laugh," comments Amy 
Rishling, when asked to reflect on some of her 
memories from last fall's Charity Ride. Amy 
remembers seeing the friends she's made 
among Top Cats members, and sharing in the fun 
and laughter that day. 

Amy Rishling is the daughter of Ruth Rishling, 
Fundraising Events Coordinator for the NISRA 
Foundation, the beneficiary of the Charity Ride's 
proceeds. The 21 year old recently graduated 
from the SEDOM special education program at 
McHenry County College and is employed by 
Jewel/Osco. She spends a lot of her spare time 
volunteering, competing in Special Olympics 
and participating in NISRA programs. This sum-
mer she's helping at one of NISRA's day camps 
and she plans to volunteer for the Top Cats 
Charity Ride this fall, for the third time. 

Amy's friendships with Top Cats members 
developed over the past few years through 
NISRA's Top Cats Picnic in the summer and the 
Charity Ride in the fall. Top Cats members who 
attend the NISRA Foundation's Holiday Fashion 
show have also had a chance to see Amy mod-
eling some of the trendiest winter and holiday 
fashions. 

She's looking forward to September 29th when 
she'll help out again. Her responsibilities in past 
years included serving food, picking tickets for 
the raffle drawing, helping stack chairs and 
tables, and cleaning up. Some of the highlights 
of the day for Amy were the raffle drawing, 
"especially for the motorcycle" and "making 
some friends and having them know me." 

We hope you'll take a moment at this year's ride 
to say hello to Amy and the other NISRA partic-
ipants who enjoy "giving back," by volunteering 
to help make the Top Cats Ride a premier event 
in northern Illinois! 

reprinted without permission because I don't know the source. 
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LAICE" VILLA, IL. 

EST. 1969 

847-356-3000 

VC)11Ei 

$$$ $$$ PRICE 

SEE OUR FULL LINE OF MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S 

SUZUKI. 
THE 

AEW7f-AW'SWM.S.AE"-S" 

THE MIDWEST'S LARGEST RECREATIONAL DEALER! 
JUST 7 MILES WEST OF GREAT AMERICA 

OOP/1M 31 YEARS SAME OWNERSHIP 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

BANK FINANCING 
TRADE-INS WELCOME 

130 S. RT. 83. LAKE VILLA IL 847-356-3000 



RANDHURST MALL 
MT. PROSPECT, IL 60056 

(ADJACENT TO CARSON'S) 847-392-3028 

dor 

Customize 
Your 

Favorite 
Stock 

Or After 
Market Seat 

39442 N. Rte. 59 ake Villa, IL 60046 

ADVANCED 
&Want DeAget 

Tailor Made Seats, 
Saddlebags &Sit° 

Ni 	a; 

www.alligatorbob.com  

• Largest Selection Of Exotic Skins 
In The Midwest 

• Pro Pad Seat Padding For Added Comfort 
• Complete Line Of Leather Apparel 

AMERICAQ  
_R—ILOPEN ROAD 4orf 

AMERICA'S FIRST MEORCECIA 

SPECIAL1ZR4G IN AMERICAN MADE MOTORCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 
www.americasopenroad.com  

RANDHURST 
SHOE REPAIR 

ROAD BITS 
By Iceman 

DOT, SNELL, age, fit and any other question you 
may have about helmets is answered in MOTORCY-
CLIST, June, 02, pages 130-131. HPRL's Senior 
Program Director, David Thom, an avid motorcyclist, 
explains the six critical facts about helmets. July 02, 
Rider expands on this subject with a review of 15 hel-
mets. 

The all important visibility factor has just become 
a little easier and with a small price tag. DAY-GLO, 
reflective and at $20, this hook and loop belt is a sim-
ple, easily storable unit available by calling Helimot 
at (408) 298-9608 or www.helimot.com .  

5 star rating... $10 ... SIDI Monza Sock. Most rid-
ers do not give a thought to this piece of apparel. 
MOTORCYCLIST magazine did and gave them rave 
revues. Moto-Nation (877) 789-4940 www.motona-
tion.com   

Bump-start or jump-start? $13.90 to Motion Pro 
at (650) 594-9600 www.motionpro.com   and you own 
five feet of motorcycle jumper cables, color coded 
and small alligator clips. 

ACTUAL CLASSIFIED ADS 

FREE YORKSHIRE TERRIER, 8 YRS OLD, 
HATEFUL LITTLE DOG 

1 MAN, 7 WOMAN HOT TUB $850 OBO 

NORDIC TRACK, HARDLY USED 
$300, CALL CHUBBY 

JOINING NUDIST COLONY, MUST SELL 
WASHER & DRYER $300 

BODY SHAPERS TONING SALON OPEN 
HOUSE, FREE COFFEE & DONUTS 

FREE PUPPIES, 1/2 COCKER SPANIEL 
1/2 SNEAKY NEIGHBORS DOG 



Just Another Checklist 
By Traveler 

Assuming that older riders often forget and newer 
riders don't know, here is yet another equipment 
checklist to jog your memory on some items you 
may want to carry on a trip regardless of weath-
er. You will note however, that if you tried to pack 
all of these items, you'd need a moving van to 
carry them all. 

CLOTHING & STUFF 

Undervvare/socks in ziplok bags 
Towel 
Balaclava 
Evapodana (Airostich) 
Earplugs 
Wet - weather gloves (Rubber/surgical) 
Summer gloves 
Electric vest 
Tennis shoes 
Shorts 
Exercise clothes 
Anti-fog spray 
Helmet with spare shield 
Carmex (Lip protection) 
Sunscreen 
Belt pouch (For sunglasses, wallet, etc) 
Camera/film 
Cell phone/spare battery 
Trip log/pen 
ZipLok bags 
Pocket knife/Leatherman 
Emergency $$ (Hide on bike) 
Spare bike key 
Spare prescription glasses/contacts 
Large plastic trash bag 
One - piece thermal underware 
Skull cap 
Spare sunglasses 
Maps in Ziplok bags 

Change for tolls 
Sweatshirt 
Leather jacket 
Drink container (Water bottle, etc) 

TOOLS & REPAIR 

Bike tool kit 
Rag 
/' SAE socket set 
Pliers with wire cutters 
Metric sockets 8, 10, 11, 12, 14mm 
Needle nose pliers 
Crescent wrench 
Wire ties 
WD40 
Spare motor oil 
Spare trans oil 
Mini-Mag flashlight 
Tire gauge 
Flat tire repair kit 
Three feet of clear fuel line (Siphoning) 

FIRST AID $ SAFETY 

Gauze Strips (2"X2") 
Gauze adhesive tape 
Iodine and alcohol 
Surgical scissors 
Band Aids 
Moleskin 
Triple antibiotic ointment 
Butterfly bandages 
Eyewash cup (60 mph bug strikes) 
Headache pills 
Needle (Splinters) 
Alka Seltzer 
Anti - diarrhea pills 
Antacid pills 
Mini Shock blanket 
Small strobe/flashlight 
Personal prescriptions 



OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

MURDER. Suppose an illegal immigrant walked into a bar and 
shot and killed three people for absolutely no reason. I'd bet my 
boots that the local DA would hang him. He'd have a very high 
bond set, and probably see the world through barred windows for 
the remainder of his life. Contrast that to the illegal Mexican 
who drove left of center and ran head-on into two bikes, killing 
three local riders and only received a bond of $25,000. I guess 
killing motorcyclists is less severe of a crime in our legal system. 
The tragedy of losing three great riders is only surpassed by the 
travesty of the legal system. Stay alert on the highway! 

Go VIRGINIA! Under a new Virginia law, a person who kills a 
motorcyclist in a traffic incident could lose their driver's license 
for up to a year. If you shot and killed a person on the sidewalk, 
you just might get life in prison. That's a no brainer. If you ever 
want to kill someone, loan them your bike and run them over. 
You'll only lose your license because it was just a biker. 

SPOKE WHEELS. Ever see a rear wheel disintegrate at 60 mph? 
It ain't a pretty sight. Check your spokes frequently for tension. 
If you find just one loose spoke, it will cause the others to loosen 
or break and eventually your wheel will come apart. You think 
handling is bad when a tire goes flat? You can imagine the hor-
ror of instantly having your wheel fly apart. 

RECALLS. Guess what? The leading motorcycle manufacturer 
recalling bikes for mods or repairs over the past seven years is 
Harley - Davidson (43%), followed by Buell (19%), Honda 
(9.2%), Kawasaki (6.4%). The lowest amount of recalls were 
Aprilia (0.1%), Ducati (1.2%), and Triumph (2.3%). 

RECALL CONTACTS. Want to check on your bike to see if there 
is a recall out on it? Aprilia (877)277-4542, BMW (800)831- 
1117 OP5, Buell (414)343-8400, Ducati (973)839-2600, Harley 
(414)342-4680, Honda (310)532-9811, Kawasaki (949)770- 
0400, Polaris (763)542-0500, Suzuki (714)996-7047x396, 
Triumph (770)631-9500, Yamaha (800)962-7926. 

ALcoHoL. Just remember...for a 160 lb person, 4 cans of beer 
can equal a blood - alcohol content of .08, the legal limit. For a 
220 lb person, six cans of beer can put you over the .08 limit For 
either person, one can of beer can impair their riding ability by 
as much as .04% degradation in coordination and reaction time. 
Ever see those signs "Park & Ride"? Maybe biker bars should 
have "Park & Don't Ride" signs. 

OPTIONS. Ever order something at a bike shop only to be 
informed, repeatedly, that it's on back order? No other comments 
than "Maybe next week"? I had the good fortune recently to 
order some parts from one of our members, Randy Weaver, who 
owns Randy's Cycle in Huntly. Randy called the next day and 
told me the items weren't in and they'd be back ordered. I was-
n't surprised by the back order but I was surprised by his next 

comment "Here's your options..." instead of the typical "Call 
next week..." Thanx, Randy, for helping a customer, a rider, and 
a fellow Top Cat. 

INCLEMENT WEATHER. We associate inclement weather with 
storms. Inclement means severe. Plan for severe heat this sum-
mer as well as rain. Don't forget sun block, sunglasses, light 
clothing, frequent stops, and plenty of fluids. 

POLICE TIP. In the unlikely event that your conservative riding 
style results in a stop by law enforcement personnel, remember 
two things. First, be courteous and respectful. That will gain you 
more cooperation that anything else you can do. Secondly, try to 
position yourself in view of the patrol car's video camera. That 
will help to keep both you and the officer on your best behavior. 

Biker Culture 
FOR MEN: 

Marriage is a three ring circus...Engagement ring, wedding 
ring, suffering. 

If your dog is barking at the back door and your wife is yelling 
at the front door, who do you let in first? The dog, of course. 
He'll shut up once he's inside. 

How do you know when a woman is about to say something 
intelligent? She'll start with "A man once told me..." 

The most effective way to remember a woman's birthday is to 
forget it just once. 

FOR WOMEN: 

What do you call a handcuffed man? Trustworthy. 

Why do little boys whine? They're practicing to be men. 

How many men does it take to screw in a light bulb? Three. One 
to screw it in and two to listen to him brag about the screwing 
part. 

Why does it take 100,000 sperm to fertilize one egg? Because 
not one of them will stop and ask for directions. 

There was an inappropriate reference to mammograms in last month's BIKER 
CULTURE that some may have found offensive. In one case, a member fe/t 
hurt by that reference. 7he putpose of BIKER CULTURE is to entertain, albeit 
risque but to entertain, not hurt. My apology to every reader for my insensi-
tive comments.—Traveler 
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